tions are an important cause of morbidity and mortality in neonates. 1'2 The important perinatal risk factors are heavy maternal GBS colonization, preterm delivery and related low birth weight, preterm rupture of the membranes, prolonged rupture of the membranes (> 12-24 h before delivery), intrapartum fever, maternal GBS urinary tract infection, and low levels of maternal serum anti-GBS antibodies. 1-s The maternal GBS carrier state plays a crucial role in detecting deliveries at risk for GBS-related disease. Since antepartum cultures are of limited value in that the carriership may be intermittent or temporary, 6 intrapartum cultures in selective broth are the "gold standard. ' 
